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Conducting is a rare career choice, so what made Synthia travel down

this path?

When she started University in the U.S., Synthia began as a piano
student, but after her first conducting lesson, there was no turning
back — it was much better being at the front of the orchestra! She was
mesmerized by the satisfaction she got out of making wonderful music

with a group of talented musicians.

Despite her enjoyment in the role, it's not an easy task to be a
conductor. Being knowledgeable in music is only the most basic
requirement; having a high EQ is also important. The conductor must
have the ability to convince the musicians of an orchestra that her
vision and interpretation are valid and are what they must follow.
In front of an audience, self-confidence and charisma are especially
important. Moreover, performing in a foreign city can be extremely
lonely and alienating. Is it because she understands how it feels to
be lonely that her interpretation of Zigeunerweisen is so sensitive? If

being a conductor is such a tough job, why does she persevere?

‘If you have touched people’s heart through good music, and if you've
turned people who didn’t know classical music into classical music
lovers, you will have the will to carry on. Whether it’s through concert
performances, pre-concert talks, or radio programmes, if more people
can benefit from listening to classical music, it’s always worthwhile to
promote classical music further. Synthia said. Her current positions
are in both China and Hong Kong. She’s Music Director and Chief
Conductor of the only professional orchestra in the Guangxi province,
the Guangxi Symphony Orchestra, and Artistic Director and Chief
conductor of one of Asia’s top youth orchestras, the Metropolitan
Youth Orchestra of Hong Kong (MYO).

In March, Synthia presents two programmes on Radio 4 during weekends:
Play By Ear on Saturday at 10am, and Theme and Variations, Sunday
at 12pm.
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